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Today’s Topics

1) State Water Resources Control Board Probationary Hearing

2) Kern Subbasin 2024 GSP Outreach and Updates

3) North Kern Water Storage District GSA Specific Updates

4) Remaining Schedule Through Scheduled Hearing, Feb 20, 2025
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SGMA & GSP Background

State Legislature passed Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in 2014
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies were required to be formed in 2017

January 28, 2022 — DWR issued Incomplete Determination of the 2020 GSPs
submitted for the Kern County Subbasin (5 plans)

March 2, 2023 — DWR reviewed revised 2020 GSPs (referred to as the 2022 GSPs)
and issued an Inadequate Determination (6 plans), triggering shift to State Water
Resources Control Board jurisdiction

Based on proposed probation hearing schedules, the Kern Subbasin pulled together
and developed a highly coordinated GSP for the Subbasin, with 6 additional “blue”
page GSPs (same as Subbasin plan but with GSA specific supplemental info)
submitted May 28, 2024
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SGMA & GSP Background
e July 25, 2024 — SWRCB Staff released their Kern County Subbasin Probation Hearing

Draft Staff Report and Notice for Hearing scheduled February 20, 2025

o Report was primarily based on the 2022 GSPs

o Noted they did a preliminary “red flag” review of the 2024 GSPs

o Stated they believe significant deficiencies of the 2022 GSPs remain relevant
Kern Subbasin provided notice that essentially a new GSP was going be submitted
for their review and requested they focus on the new 2024 GSPs
Responsive comment letters have been submitted to the SWRCB pointing out
sections of the new 2024 plans that address their concerns
Subbasin Technical Working Group (TWG), GSA managers, and coordination
committee have been working and meeting with Staff to address concerns, will
continue into December
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The Kern Subbasin 2024 GSPs, Outreach, & Updates Haveryouhsards.

...The Kern Subbasin has a

* The SWRCB provided 2 workshops to explain NEW Groundwstier Sustainebiliny Plant
their draft Staff Report — August 26, 2024 (virtual) o e e o on Thursdey, Ociobers, 20
and August 29, 2024 (in-person) %EE?%}EFJ!L’HZ’.‘?Q?%’LO”’”

« SWRCB Members toured the Kern Subbasin on comiswnasn L
August 28, September 26, and September 27 T e

* The Kern Subbasin provided 3 public outreach e vitsormeetg
workshops on October 3, 2024 1%3;% Eggﬁg:ﬂn;l:n&ymdgg(m.person R

* The presentation, 2024 GSPs, and other related 6pm - 8pm

* spanish translation will be available at all meetings

materials are available at:

6, Visit the E E
' Kern County Subbasin at . .
www.kerngsp.com or

u
scan the QR code E
[

www.kerngsp.com
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The Kern Subbasin 2024 GSPs, Outreach, & Updates
e 2024 GSP Highlights

O

Coordinated development by experts and principals from 7 of the top
groundwater consulting firms in the State

Significantly improved coordination across the Subbasin, which is the largest
in the State

Consistent data and technically sound methodologies across the Subbasin
Revised Sustainable Management Criteria, including undesirable results, to
be more protective

Coordinated Projects and Management Actions to achieve the Sustainability
Goal

Funding an operational well mitigation program
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The Kern Subbasin 2024 GSPs, Outreach, & Updates

* The 2024 GSPs addressed DWR'’s noted deficiencies

o #1- “The GSPs do not establish undesirable results that are consistent for the
entire Subbasin.”

o #2- “The Subbasin’s chronic lowering of groundwater levels sustainable
management criteria do not satisfy the requirements of SGMA and the GSP
regulations.”

o #3- “The Subbasin’s land subsidence sustainable management criteria do not
satisfy the requirements of SGMA.”



Response to DWR Deficiency #1

“The GSPs do not establish undesirable results that are consistent for the
entire Subbasin.”

v Consistent definitions and criteria for undesirable results for each
applicable Sustainability Indicator.

v Comprehensive well inventory.
v’ Critical infrastructure definition and mapping.
v GSAs are notified when there is a reported MT exceedance.



Response to DWR Deficiency #2

“The Subbasin’s chronic lowering of groundwater levels sustainable

management criteria do not satisfy the requirements of SGMA and the GSP
regulations.”

v'Consistent methodology to establish groundwater level sustainable
management criteria.

v'Well impacts analysis and “depletion of supply” calculation to
estimate potential impacts to drinking water users.

v'Two key policies established:
v'Subbasin-wide MT Exceedance Policy
v'Subbasin-wide Well Mitigation Program



Subbasin MT exceedance policy

* Triggers immediate GSA action in the event of a single MT exceedance

Step 1: Identification of Initial Exceedance and Investigation of Area
* Investigate area to determine if exceedance is isolated or systemic to a larger area

* Assess cause of exceedance (e.g., drought, activities within or outside of GSA
authorities, operations in adjacent GSAs or basins)

* Provide copy of exceedance report to Subbasin GSAs

Step 2: Confer with Subbasin GSAs

* GSAs will consider implementing projects, management actions, or other response
actions to prevent continued exceedance
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Subbasin Well Mitigation program

* Dewatered drinking water and small community wells will be addressed through a contract with
Self-Help Enterprises (SHE)

* Water Quality will be addressed in partnership with Kern Water Collaborative
* Mitigation Programs currently under development, expected to be in-place by January 2025

Water Well
Repair,
Bottled Water Replacement,
& Connections

Water Quality
Testing and
Filtration

Interim Tanks
& Hauled
Water

Education &
Resiliency

Outreach &
Engagement
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Response to DWR Deficiency #3

“The Subbasin’s land subsidence sustainable management criteria do not satisfy the
requirements of SGMA.”

v’ Consistent methodology to establish land subsidence sustainable management
criteria both along Critical Infrastructure and across the Subbasin.

v'Updated data and methodologies to differentiate between various causes of
subsidence.

v"Change in slope analysis to estimate subsidence impacts on critical infrastructure.

v'Coordinated with key beneficial users of Regional Critical Infrastructure:
v Friant Water Authority for the Friant-Kern Canal
v’ California Aqueduct Subsidence Program (CASP) for the California Aqueduct
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Other plan updates

v'|dentified six key water quality constituents
v'Consistent methodology to establish water quality sustainable management criteria
v'Assessed potential interconnected surface waters and groundwater dependent ecosystems

v'Subbasin-wide representative monitoring networks for groundwater levels, groundwater
quality, and land subsidence

v'Subbasin projects and management actions focused on mitigation, coordination with
regulatory programs, data gap filling, and white lands demand management

v'Benefits anticipated from GSA-specific projects and management actions will overcome
groundwater storage deficit and result in sustainable conditions by 2040

13
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The Kern Subbasin 2024 GSPs, Outreach, & Updates

e Continuing to further update the GSP to address SWRCB Staff on-going concerns
o Include the required Stakeholder Communication and Engagement Plan
o Incorporate well mitigation plan when completed
o Update the water budget section with more GSA specific information
o Including additional information on groundwater banking programs
e Continue to work with Staff to better understand their concerns and to help
them understand our key plan elements
o Monitoring Network and Water Level SMCs, Subsidence, Well Mitigation,
Banking, Interconnected Surface Water, Water Quality SMCs
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NORTH KERN WATER STORAGE DISTRICT GSA

e Water District established in 1935

* GSA areais about 65,000 acres
* 56,000 irrigated acres (170,000 AF/Y demand)
* 2,100 urban acres (2,000 AF/Y demand)

* Currently over 1,800 acres of recharge basins (Additional 300
acres in development)

* In 2023 direct recharge of 220,000 AF in the NKWSD GSA

* Supports conjunctive use program

* Supports 3"-party banking

* Supports groundwater levels in the region, Shafter and
Wasco

» Surface Water Supplies — Kern River, high flow CVP and SWP
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e 1952 — Acquired Pre-1914 Appropriative Kern River Rights that
historically served lands in the District since the late 1800s

» Total annual surface supplies average over 200,000 AF/Y

* All Kern water agencies work well together — share facilities,
helping each other to manage water efficiently

e 21 GSA specific PMAs

e Participating in 8 coordinated Kern Subbasin PMAs

* 6 PMAs are implemented or have been initiated

* Conversion of agriculture to urban is key demand reduction
component (to reduce over 9,000 AF/Y)

e Subbasin wide coordination with the 22 Kern GSAs submitting
2024 GSPs that address DWR’s deficiencies
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NORTH KERN WATER STORAGE DISTRICT GSA

* North Kern has a history of sustainable groundwater management and a positive water budget

* North Kern is continuously implementing programs and projects to improve water resources and
management — Committed to Projects & Management Actions (PMAs) to improve water supplies and
reduce demand even though there is a positive water budget balance

e Subsidence along the Friant-Kern Canal is an issue and North Kern is committed to working with the Friant
Contractors and other Kern Subbasin agencies to mitigate for future subsidence and participate in the
Subsidence Attribution Study to determine which agency and their groundwater management activities are
contributing to the subsidence

* North Kern is committed to participating in the Kern Subbasin wide well mitigation program — worst case
scenario projects 2 drinking water wells in NK would have to be mitigated if groundwater levels reach MT’s,
also committed to participating in attribution study to determine what agency and their groundwater
activities are impacting wells

 Committed to supporting local DACs Shafter and Wasco and continued coordination with the Subbasin
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Remaining Schedule

* Continue to work and meet with SWRCB Staff to discuss GSP issues
o Series of meetings scheduled with Staff
o TWG, Managers and Coordination Committee Members meet at least weekly
for GSP development
e Late November, early to mid December — GSAs formally adopt GSPs
* December 20, 2024 — Submit final adopted GSPs to SWRCB (no later than 20t)
e January 30, 2025 — Estimated Final SWRCB Staff Report
o Prepare to address issues cited in Final Staff Report at Hearing
* February 20, 2025 — SWRCB Probationary Hearing for Kern Subbasin
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Questions?



